
&

&

&

?

&

?

÷

÷

÷

÷

÷

÷

÷

÷

÷

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

Narrator

Piccolo

Eb  Clarinet

Violin

Violoncello

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Harpsichord

Percussion 
GROUP A

Percussion 
GROUP B

q = 96c.

œ œ œ œ

In the big un

∑

∑

∑

œ#

œ
œ

œ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

Ó ˙

F

TGSHS.

w

F

TGSHS.

œ œ œ œ

ti dy kitch en

Ó
J
œ#

.

F

‰

œb
>

p

Ó ˙b
>

Fp

œ
œ#

œ#

œb

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

Ó ˙

F

TGSHS.

∑

∑

Œ

3

œ œ œ œ Œ

there was a drawer.

.˙

Œ

.˙ Œ

∑

Ó .
œœœœ

#
>

Ó .

œ
œ#

˝

S

Ó .
œ
œ#

˝

S

Ó . œ

f

SLPSTK.

Ó . œ

f

SLPSTK.

Ó . œ
_ *)

f

LG. OCN. DR.

*) hit underside of drum 
            in center of skin

w

F

TGSHS.

w

F

TGSHS.

w

F

TGSHS.

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

Ó œ œ# œ œ

Ó

œ
œ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

.˙#

.

.
˙
˙

‰ J
œb œ œ Œ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

- - -

MARIMBA

music by
ANDY VORES

(2002)

story by
IAN McEWAN

commissioned by Boston Musica Viva 
with funds provided by Catherine and Paul Buttenweiser

Vanishing Cream



&

?

&

?

Nar.

Vn.

Vc.

Hps.

/

/

/

/

/

Of course, there were many 
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Sometimes, in moments of boredom, Peter opened the drawer hoping the objects would suggest an idea or game.
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together into a radio. But it was certain the radio would never work, and never get thrown away.
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Peter wanted to build something, but he could not find any useful bits and the rest of the family would not help.

94

Œ

∑

∑

œ
œ
œ#

U
P

(alla chittarra)
pizz.

œ
œ
œ

X œ
œ
œ

bU œ
œ
œ

X œ
œ
œ

U œ
œ
œ

X œ
œ
œ

U œ
œ
œ

X

∑

J

œ
œ

.

‰
J

œ
œ#

.

‰ J

œ
œ

b
.

‰ J

œ
œb

.

‰

œ
œ
œ#

U œ
œ
œ

X œ
œ
œ

bU œ
œ
œ

X œ
œ
œ#

nU œ
œ
œ

X œ
œ
œ

U œ
œ
œ

X

∑

J

œ
œ

#
.

‰ J

œ
œb

.

‰
J

œ
œ

n
.

‰ J

œ
œ

.

‰

œ
œ
œ#

U œ
œ
œ

X œ
œ
œ

bU œ
œ
œ

X œ
œ
œ#

nU œ
œ
œ

X œ
œ
œ

U œ
œ
œ

X

÷

÷

÷

÷

÷

÷

÷

÷

÷

Nar.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Pc. 
A

Pc. 
B

/

/

/

/

/

/

/

/

/

/

All they wanted to do was laze around on the grass, pretending to sleep.

slow and lazy – freely
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Peter was fed up with them.
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right to the back of the drawer. Whay aren't we like other people, with batteries in everything,
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whose surface was smooth. It had never been used. He poked the tip of his forefinger in.
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aside so that he could sit on the floor, with his back against the bed.
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you like me to rub some cream on your back?' Viola Fortune mumbled something that sounded like a yes. He took out the jar. It was

245

œ
œ

œ
œb

˙
˙b

œ#

∏

œ
.

œn
.

œ#
œ

.

œ
.

˙b
˙

π sempre

œb
œ

. œ
.

œ
œ#

. œ#
.

J
œ

.œ œ œ

œb œn
.

œb
. œ

œ
. œ

.

.œ
J
œ ˙

œ#
œ

.

Œ
œn œ#

.

Œ

.˙n œ#

&

&

Nar.

Picc.

Eb Cl.

difficult to unscrew the lid with a missing forefinger. He slipped on the single glove he had collected on his way through the kitchen.
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But he had made his decision, and she had to go.
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There was an unpleasant moment when her head 
and legs were still on the grass, with nothing in between.
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He quickly rubbed another fingerful across her head and ankles. She was 
gone. The ground where she had lain was flattened, but even as he watched,
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Peter took the little blue pot over to his father. 'Looks like you're burning, 
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Dad', Peter said. 'Want me to rub some cream on?' 'No,' his father said, without opening his eyes. But Peter had already dug out a fat 
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blob and was spreading it across his father's shoulders. Now, there was no one in the world Peter loved as much as his father, except 
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his mother. And it was clear as sunlight that his father loved him.
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rides on it. He had taught Peter how to whistle, how to do up his shoelaces in a special way, and how to throw people over your head.
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This time he worked the cream from feet to head in less than a minute; 
and all that was left on the grass were Thomas Fortune's reading glasses.
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Only Kate remained.  She lay contentedly, face down, between two vanished parents.
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Peter looked in the blue jar. Just enough left for one small person.
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loved his sister. A sister was simply there, whether you wanted her or not.
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she was in a good mood, and she had the kind of face that made you want 
to talk to her, and it was true that underneath it all he did love her, and she him.
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Still, he had made up his mind,
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He knew it would be a mistake to ask Kate if she wanted cream rubbed on her back. She would immediately suspect a trick. Children 
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were harder to fool than grown-ups. He ran his finger round the bottom of the jar and he was just about to let drop on her a medium-
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sized globule when she opened her eyes and saw his gloved hand.
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'What are you doing?' she shrieked. She leaped up, knocking Peter's arm and causing the cream intended for her back to 
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splatter over her head. She was on her feet, clawing at her scalp, 'Mum, Dad, he's put muck on me,' she wailed.
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'Oh no,' Peter said. Kate's head, as well as her hands, was disappearing. And now she was running round the garden like a headless 
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What a family! he thought, as he smeared 
the last of the vanishing cream over Kate.
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First of all he wanted the place tidy. He collected the litter on the lawn and tipped it into the trashcan — teapot, cups and all, thereby 
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was deemed trash — clothes on the floor, toys on the bed, extra pairs of shoes.
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He patrolled the house gathering up loose objects that looked untidy. He dealt with his sister's and parents' bedrooms by simply 
478

∑

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

j
œ
œ
œ#

pizz.

F

‰ ‰ .

j
œ
œ
œ#

pizz.

F

‰ ‰ .

∑

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

j
œ
œ
œ

P

‰ ‰ .

j
œ
œ
œ

b

P

‰ ‰ .

∑

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

j
œ
œ
œ#

‰ ‰ .

j
œ
œ
œ#

‰ ‰ .

∑

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

j
œ
œ
œ

‰ ‰ .

∑

∑

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

j
œ
œ
œ#

‰ ‰ .

j
œ
œ
œ#

‰ ‰ .

48



?

?

&

?

4
2

4
2

4
2

4
2

16
7

16
7

16
7

16
7

Nar.

Vn.

Vc.

Hps.

closing the doors. He stripped the living-room of ornaments, cushions, framed photographs and books.
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In the kitchen, he cleared the shelves of plates, cookery books and jars of disgusting pickles.
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He made himself supper — a white sugar sandwich.
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Then he strolled through the 
house, admiring the empty rooms.
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The problem was that loose items like pencils were 
probably in one of the eleven bags by the trashcan.
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TV was not forbidden in the Fortune 
household, but nor was it encouraged.
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The daily ration was one hour. More than that,
the Fortunes believed, would rot the brain.
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It was six in the evening when Peter 
sat down in the armchair with a  
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It was just after one in the morning when he lurched to his feet and stumbled into the dark hallway.
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'Mum,' he called. 'I'm going to be sick.'
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It did not come.                 What did was more unpleasant.                 From upstairs came a sound that was difficult to describe. It was a 

537

‰

œ

p

.˙#

f

œ
p

MAR.

œ œ œ Ó

œ#

p

MAR.

œ# œ# œ#
Ó

˙

p

˙#

f

œ
p

œ œ œ Ó

œ#

p

œ# œ# œ#
Ó

‰

˙

p

˙#

f

œ
p

œ œ œ Ó

œ#

p

œ# œ# œ#
Ó

œ

p
˙#

f

œ

p

œ
p

œ œ œ Ó

œ#

p

œ# œ# œ#
Ó

œ

˙#

f p

œn

œ
p

œ œ œ Ó

œ#

p

œ# œ# œ#
Ó

54



&

&

&

?

÷

÷

Nar.

Picc.

Eb Cl.

Vn.

Vc.

4

5

Pc. 
B

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~

kind of squeaking,                flip-flopping,                 squelching footstep, as though a slimy creature was tiptoeing across a giant puddle 
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Peter's sickness disappeared, 
and terror took its place.
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No use trying to sleep downstairs. There were no blankets, and he had thrown out all the cushions. He began to climb the stairs.
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Each step creaked and gave him away.
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Only hissing silence and his knocking heart. He edged up another three steps. 
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If only Kate were in her room, talking to her dolls. He was four steps from the landing. If there was a monster shuffling backwards 
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and forwards through a puddle of jelly it had stopped and was waiting for him.
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He got into bed with his clothes and shoes on, ready to climb out the window should the monster break down his door.
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He woke with a 
start and sat up.
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The day already 
had a used-up feel.
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He drew the 
drapes in his room.
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Sunlight flooded in and he began to feel braver. Outside was birdsong,

(q = 76c.)

53

MAR.

MAR.

MAR.

MAR.

MAR.

MAR.

Œ

œ
œb

P

Œ Ó

œœb

P

Œ Ó

wb
w

wb

æ

w wb

w

æ

œœb
Œ Ó

œœ Œ Ó

wb w

w wn

w wb

w w

œœn
Œ Ó

œœ# Œ Ó

wn w

w# w

w wn

w w#

&

&

&

?

&

?

&

?

Nar.

Picc.

Eb Cl.

4

5

6

7

8

9

Pc. 
B

MAR.

MAR.

MAR.

MAR.

MAR.

MAR.

614

∑

6

œ

π

œ œ œ œ ≈⋲

3

‰ j
œ# œ

j
œ œ Œ œ œ œ

. œ
.

œ
.
≈⋲

6

∑

œœ# Œ Ó

œœ# Œ Ó

w# w

w# w

w w#

w w#

traffic noise,

3

‰ j
œ# œ

j
œ œ

j
œ

3

œ
j

œ œ ‰ Ó

Ó œ

π

œ œ œ

∑

∑

w# w

w# w

w w#

w w#

the sound of a lawn-mower.

∑

‰
J
œ

F

œ œ
J
œ

π

‰ œ œ

∑

∑

w# w

w# w

w w#

w w#

65



&

&

&

?

&

?

&

?

&

?

Nar.

Picc.

Eb Cl.

Vn.

Vc.

4

5

6

7

8

9

Pc. 
B

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

MAR.

MAR.

MAR.

MAR.

MAR.

MAR.

617

∑

Ó .

6

œ œ œ
. œ

.
œ

.
≈⋲

Ó . œ

π

œ

wwb

F π

w
<

Fπ

∑

∑

w# w

w# w

w w#

w w#

When darkness returned,  so too would the monster.Œ

∑

∑

∑

∑

œ
œ

#
#

cresc.

Œ œ
œ

Œ

œœ

cresc.

Œ
œœb

Œ

w#

æ
cresc.
˙

cresc.

˙ ˙b ˙

w#
æ

cresc.

w

æ
cresc.

∑

∑

∑

∑

œ
œ

#
#

Œ
œœbn

f

Œ

œœ# Œ œœb

f

Œ

˙#

æ
F

Ó

w w#

F

˙# æ
˙ ˙b

w#

æ
F

/

/

/

/

/

/

/

/

/

/

/

What was needed, he 
thought, was a booby-trap.
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If he was going to think straight and invent his invention, then 
he had to settle the monster for good. He needed – let's see –
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end of a piece of string attached to a pole . . . These thoughts brought him downstairs and into the kitchen. He pulled open the 
drawer. He was pushing aside a packet of birthday cake candle holders that had half melted last time they were used when he no-
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-ticed his forefinger. It was 
all there! It had grown back.
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hand. 'It might just work,' he said, 'with your help.' As Peter ran towards his parents he wondered what day it was.
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